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Time to Bring Safe Harbor to the Floor and Pass it!
On September 24, the Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin and the Women of the
ELCA will hold a rally to once again advocate for the passage of a bill to decriminalize youth
under 18 caught in prostitution. AB 41/SB 49 would ensure that sex trafficked youth are treated
as victims in need of human services rather than as criminals.
In the last five and one half years, our organization has witnessed the bill come increasingly
closer to being passed. However, the bill never quite makes it to the floor in the Assembly even
though the bill has garnered bipartisan support. Representative Jill Billings and Senator Darling
are the co-authors. Former attorney general, Brad Schimel, moved from being against this bill
to supporting it at a public hearing, saying that he had “a change of heart.”
Judge Ramona Gonzalez of La Crosse testified that sex trafficking of youth is a serious
problem in our state and that even though there is good will between judges, who don’t want
to charge youth for prostitution, that they still charge youth with, for example, “lewd and
lascivious behavior,” that can go on a youth’s record in place of prostitution.
If passed into law, Safe Harbor will join 34 other states with the legislation. It will also put us
in alignment with federal law.
Join us on September 24 at Messiah Lutheran Church, 5202 Cottage Grove Rd., Madison
(Free parking at the church with buses to the capitol and back)
10:00 A.M. Registration
10:30 A.M. -12:45 P.M. Program & Lunch
1:30 P.M. - 3:45 P.M. Legislative Visits & Debrief
End back at the church at 5:00 P.M.
Cost: $15 (includes lunch and bus to the capitol and back to Messiah)
Deadline to Register: Sept. 18
Speakers will include Human Trafficking Survivor & Leadership Consultant Morgan Meadows;
La Crosse Area Synod Bishop Jim Arends; District 95 Representative Jill Billings; National
Women of the ELCA Director of Justice Jen DeLeon; and Human Trafficking Task Force of
Greater Milwaukee Dana World-Patterson and Jay Reinke.
Click Here for Flyer
Click Here for Registration Page
You can also register by going to www.loppw.org and clicking onto Events
or call 608-270-0201 ext. 9

