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May 16, 2019
To Whom It May Concern,
I am writing to ask that you do everything possible to release Betty Rendón, her husband Carlos Hincapie,
and family member, Filipe Salazar Gartner and to prevent them from being deported. The Lutheran Office
for Public Policy in Wisconsin embraces many of Betty’s close colleagues. As Betty, many of us are
graduates of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago and other seminaries.
The Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin is an advocacy ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. We work with ELCA congregations throughout Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula
of Michigan. One of our priorities is immigration. As people of God we are moved to welcome the
stranger and treat everyone with dignity. As citizens, we are aware that we need laws, but that they should
be executed in a way that benefits society. We cannot recognize any beneficial reason for deporting Betty,
Carlos or Filipe. Our ministry supports keeping families together. Not only would it be humane to keep
them with their family here in Wisconsin, but our church and the Racine community would benefit from
the valuable ministry Betty would be able to continue.
Many of our members are passionate about how our local authorities and larger government are engaging
with our neighbors who have fled violent situations in their own countries and who contribute to our
society. The detention of Betty and her family bring the problem of unnecessary detention and
deportation close to home for many of us. As people of faith who care about our neighbors and healthy
communities we ask that you please release Betty, Carlos and Filipe and not deport them. Many people
who love them await their return to their community in Wisconsin.
Thank you for your consideration of our request.
Sincerely,

Pastor Cindy Crane, Director
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