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April 5, 2019
To: The Honorable Alberta Darling, The Honorable John Nygren, and Members of the Joint Committee
on Finance
Regarding: The Governor’s 2019-21 Biennial Budget (Assembly Bill 56/Senate Bill 59)
Dear Chairperson Darling, Chairperson Nygren, and Members of the Joint Committee on Finance,
Thank you for giving me time to represent the Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin, a
statewide advocacy ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We live out our faith in
public by advocating for just policies related to hunger and poverty based on our social statements and
Christian scripture. We appreciate the opportunity to lift up portions of the budget that reflect our
current priorities. We respectfully ask you to please consider our input on the following:
Health/Hunger/Equity: We support accepting funding through the Affordable Care Act (ACA), so
Wisconsin could expand BadgerCare to about 80,000 more low-income Wisconsinites. In addition, we
would save at least $160 million per year in state tax dollars, and free up funding to make vital investments
in the health of Wisconsin’s children, their families, and their communities. This savings would help us to
increase, for example, School Breakfast and School Lunch funding as proposed in the budget. We
support addressing hunger via this increase. Money is limited, but also bringing the manufacturer’s tax
credit more in alignment with other states would increase our ability to have an equitable distribution
among all of God’s children dwelling in our state.
Anti-sex Trafficking: We support the $3 million budgeted to provide human services for youth who
have been sex trafficked. The problem of sex trafficking has impacted every county in Wisconsin. The
average age for being trafficked is 13, and those who break away are in need of human services.
Water: We support budgeting $70 million in bonding to replace lead pipes and manage manure is
essential to improving Wisconsin’s water quality. We also support increasing the Department of Natural
Resource’s staff with five new positions to monitor pollution from concentrated animal feeding operation
(CAFO’s). Increased fees from CAFO’s to pay for the positions would bring CAFOs fees more in-line
with what they pay in other Midwestern states. Several individuals who testified at the first two Speaker’s
Task Force on Water Quality mentioned that funding in the budget to address our water crisis in
Wisconsin would be a great start. We are very pleased that such a task force has been formed.
Driver’s Licenses: We support the expansion of eligibility for driver’s licenses and identification cards.
This is important especially for people in rural areas with limited public transportation. In the agricultural
industry, according to a Wisconsin Public Radio article, “both the Dairy Business Association and
the Wisconsin Farmers Union support providing driver’s licenses to non-citizens.” Permitting immigrants
living in the country without documentation to obtain driver’s licenses “is both an issue of economic
development and public safety.” Making it easier for people to help themselves is the right thing to do.
God’s Blessings upon you and all your work.
Pastor Cindy Crane, Director
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