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2023 FARM BILL REAUTHORIZATION - INVITATION TO ACTION 

Policies impact how we live our lives, and our ac�ons in the public sphere can impact those policies as 
ci�zens and concerned Chris�ans on priori�es shaped by our values. This year, 2023, the Farm Bill is in a 
reauthoriza�on process that has far-reaching impact in our communi�es, locally and globally, now and for 
genera�ons to come. Consider wri�ng to your federal elected official to express your priori�es as that 
policy takes shape. 

WHAT IS THE FARM BILL 

The farm bill is omnibus (meaning several different parts all joined together) legisla�on that is cri�cal to 
addressing hunger in the United States and globally. It covers federal nutri�on programs such as the 
Supplemental Nutri�on Assistance Program (SNAP) and Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), 
environment, trade, foreign aid and rural development. The bill impacts the lives of Lutherans and their 
communi�es – among us are farmers and ranchers and Indigenous communi�es and global partners and 
low-income Americans. 

To get a beter picture of what the Farm Bill entails and how it becomes policy, 
consider this 5-minute video from the Oklahoma Coopera�ve Extension Service 
made in 2019. 

“What is the Farm Bill?” - https://youtu.be/D5iZozUzwsc 
Also helpful from the Na�onal Sustainable Agriculture Associa�on is a video in 4-
minutes that describes how the farm bill “connects the food on our plates, the 
farmers and ranchers who produce that food, and the natural resources – our soil, 
air and water – that make growing food possible.” 

“The Farm Bill: From Seed to Plate” - https://youtu.be/SHGad3uzV0c 
With our faith-informed goal of a just world where all are fed, check out these 
printable overviews prepared by Bread for the World, with which the ELCA is in 
partnership. 

“Nutrition: Building a Healthy, Equitable, and Sustainable Food System via the Farm Bill” 
https://bit.ly/BreadfortheWorldFBNutrition 

“Fact sheet: Farm Bill International” https://bit.ly/BreadfortheWorldFBInternational 

WHAT SHOULD I WRITE 

There’s a very basic template to get you started, but it does not have much informa�on on it – on purpose. 
What you know about your loca�on and in your experience carries the most weight when reaching out to 
your elected officials. Themes to reflect in your leter could focus on: Hunger & Nutri�on (local and 
global); Environment and Crea�on Care; Agricultural Connec�ons; among other themes. 

Incorpora�ng your Experience and Convic�ons 
PERSONAL STORIES 
 Are you a farmer, grocery, truck driver, school cafeteria staff member, farmer’s market shopper,

SNAP user… These are a few of the experiences that may give you a special apprecia�on of things
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touched on by the Farm Bill. John Johnson, ELCA Program Director for Domes�c Policy, shares this 
encouragement for stepping into your leter-wri�ng: “You don’t have to be an expert to do 
advocacy, you just need to care.” 

CONGREGATION/MINISTRY STORIES including coali�on ac�ons 
 Does your congrega�on run a food pantry, do you volunteer in a related social ministry 

organiza�on, or do you with others partner to draw aten�on to the needs of your community 
related to hunger, the environment, rural development, the care of crea�on or other ini�a�ve? 
Has a Companion Synod or Companion Congrega�on in another part of the world raised your 
awareness of global hunger? The knowledge gained by ac�ng on your convic�ons is worth sharing. 

LOCAL COMMUNITY IMPACTS 
 At a recent “Listening Session to Impact ELCA Farm Bill Advocacy,” a pastor 

relayed that he increasingly saw billowing dust in the fields astride his town, 
which he said were reminiscent of the Dust Bowl that first led to Farm Bill 
protec�ons being dra�ed. Sta�s�cs and observa�ons from your locality 
represented by your elected official have impact. 

 
 
WHO SHOULD I WRITE TO 
 
Start by iden�fying elected officials in your area. Use govtrack.us to find federal 
officials or openstates.org among other lookup tools. It may be of interest to go to the website of that 
lawmaker. Spend some �me to explore which commitees the person serves on or legisla�ve areas the 
person par�cularly cares about, and maybe even reference what you find in your leter. 
 
“Hey you!” may get aten�on of a friend, but for best results in your leter use guidelines for addressing 
a U.S. Senator and U.S. Representa�ve (see formsofaddress.info/senator_united_states/ and 
formsofaddress.info/representa�ve-us/). 
 
 
WHAT MORE CAN I DO 
 
Similar themes began to surface from opinions and experiences expressed during 
April and May 2023 ELCA Listening Sessions to Inform ELCA Farm Bill Advocacy, 
arranged with the assistance of ELCA bishops and synod communicators to connect 
with ministry leaders, members of congrega�ons, and those with valuable lived 
experiences rela�ve to Farm Bill reauthoriza�on. Monitor the ELCA Advocacy Blog 
(blogs.elca.org/advocacy/) for an an�cipated post on these themes informed by 
faith values on stewardship, jus�ce and serving our neighbor. In addi�on, the 
priori�es that these listening sessions advance will be shaped for an Ac�on Alert 
you can use later. 
 
Availability of these tools as well as updates on Farm Bill ac�vity and more are 
shared through the ELCA Advocacy Network. To receive our enews and Ac�on Alerts for your 
considera�on, sign up for the ELCA Advocacy Network from ELCA.org/advocacy/signup.  
 
Thank you for your advocacy! 
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