
 

 

         

• Two Interviews with outgoing 

elected officials 

• Voting Resource 

• Christian Nationalism - What 

does our church have to say? 

• Save the Date - Youth Event 

• Your response is requested: 

Draft Social Message on Climate 

Change 

When do we put aside our obsession to win in order to speak the truth?  

How do we listen to one another? 

  

We encourage you to watch our LOPPW interview with WI State Senator Kathy 

Bernier and the PBS interview with WY Congresswoman Liz Cheney.  Both 

individuals are outgoing Republican elected officials who have garnered national 

attention for challenging their own parties regarding lies perpetuated about who won 

the 2020 presidential election.  Rep. Cheney also focused on violence and Jan. 6th. 

 

In our particular interview with Senator Bernier, she was less critical of the Gableman 

investigation than she had been in other interviews while the investigation was still 

ongoing, and showed more concern about the behavior of Democrats.  In the PBS 

interview, Rep. Cheney was more critical of Republicans and the direction her party 

has taken. 

  

Wednesday Noon Live Interview with 

Senator Kathy Bernier  (LOPPW 

interview) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=QhBMQshd82zfw4vKKDEA94bF9G1JxSPuv2lLcXv1cr7qm5lV5z-dkw
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=QhBMQshd82zfw4vKKDEA94bF9G1JxSPuv2lLcXv1cr7qm5lV5z-dkw


 

 

Rep. Liz Cheney on political violence and 

future of GOP (PBS interview) 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for Paul Pelosi, husband of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and for people of 

every political party who have felt their lives threatened and for all victims of 

violence. Help us not to demonize one another and to engage our neighbors as 

children of God. Amen 

 

November 8:  Remember to make a plan to vote!  Wisconsin  

voter info: myvote.wi.gov.  Michigan voter Info: mvic.sos.state.mi.us  

ELCA Worship Resources for Elections 

Video Message from Bishop Eaton 

"Christian Nationalism identifies human-

made governments as lockstep with God’s 

will and seeks to privilege Christians, 

typically only white Christians. Lutherans 

teach that government should be 

held accountable to God, but never dictated 

as God's will. We must stand against 

Christian Nationalism as a dangerous 

ideology and advocate for the full participation of all in our religiously diverse 

society. Sign the petition at  

ChristiansAgainstChristianNationalism.org. 

 

La Crosse Area Synod Press Release: 10/27/2022 for Bishop Malpica 

Christianity: Political but not Partisan 

A troubling trend has been spreading in political discourse which I, as a Bishop of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, strongly condemn, the rise of Christian 

Nationalism, an unholy marriage between fundamentalist Christianity, conservative 

politics, and fierce nationalism which has distorted what it means to be an engaged 

Christian in society. 

As Christians, we follow Jesus’ command, “Love God, love others.” As Americans, 

we uphold a system of government that, while messy and complicated, tries to keep 

https://www.pbs.org/video/one-on-one-1667335720/?fbclid=IwAR0Z8Y_qgLjNj--dLB0456mcQejEAi6F4HEkUs9V2ZzCYAJ9RYykap0fhiI
https://www.pbs.org/video/one-on-one-1667335720/?fbclid=IwAR0Z8Y_qgLjNj--dLB0456mcQejEAi6F4HEkUs9V2ZzCYAJ9RYykap0fhiI
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=yFynNrq-mirft9oN6C19PFy41TnOBnYAAf6OxFTaOE2DYZKuIOb48g
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=lcLdr99z2ok6c9z6s4kAXLqCssRGXcF6GhP4RQVdhUEwBImFNCSj0Q
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=sGHR7wjbQhyajMKyPn7aUKu9VRwgc8pPyR4YHW4D35gXDFUaJxXCdw
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=UHNK0qPnyOwAbeyVUFhHkL5_-bnISk_Oo34qyMuzaEu7CL-Xrflizw
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=7Sk-K9O9EHEKz722aE1CAce6zGyEBHu4fhdqom64BluVQSQGfP1sLA


the common good as central in our constitutional democracy. Christian Nationalism is 

a threat to both. 

Christian Nationalism distorts the Gospel and turns Jesus and Christianity into a 

weapon for power and division instead of an instrument for love and unity. Christion 

Nationalism demands a particular brand of Christianity be privileged by the state and 

conflates being a “good American” with this brand of Christianity. Often, Christian 

Nationalism is focused on keeping power and privilege for a certain subsect of our 

society while alienating those on the margins, including other Christians with 

differing values. 

Wisconsin has a state motto of “Forward,” reminding us to strive to be a national 

leader. We move forward when we ensure that all people, including those with whom 

we disagree, work together in the pursuit of the common good. We move forward 

when we honor and respect one another and allow for the richness of diversity to 

flourish. With elections around the corner, we move forward when we all get out and 

vote for the sake of our common good. 

To be clear, the way we interpret God’s Word should inform how we engage the 

public sphere. In this way, the Gospel IS political. The Gospel, on the other hand, is 

NOT partisan and does not conform to a political ideology. No political party or 

ideology can claim the Gospel for themselves. When we speak of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ only one thing is certain, God’s work in the world is marked by peace, love, 

and justice. I, along with many Christian siblings,* reject Christian Nationalism, a 

damaging political ideology which tends to be divisive and uses the tools of fear and 

hate to gain support. 

As Christians Against Christian Nationalism, we believe that: 

• “People of all faiths and none have the right and responsibility to engage 

constructively in the public square. 

• Patriotism does not require us to minimize our religious convictions. 

• One’s religious affiliation, or lack thereof, should be irrelevant to one’s standing in 

the civic community. 

• Government should not prefer one religion over another or religion over 

nonreligion. 

• America’s historic commitment to religious pluralism enables faith communities to 

live in civic harmony with one another without sacrificing our theological 

convictions. 

• Conflating religious authority with political authority is idolatrous and often leads to 

oppression of minority and other marginalized groups as well as the spiritual 

impoverishment of religion. 

• We must stand up to and speak out against Christian nationalism, especially when it 

inspires acts of violence and intimidation against religious communities at home and 

abroad. 

Whether we worship at a church, mosque, synagogue, or temple, America has no 

second-class faiths, including among Christians. All are equal under the U.S. 

Constitution. As Christians, we must speak in one voice condemning Christian 



nationalism as a distortion of the gospel of Jesus and a threat to American 

democracy.”* 

Rev. Felix Javier Malpica 

Bishop, La Crosse Area Synod 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

*1 https://www.christiansagainstchristiannationalism.org/end... 
*2 From the “Christians Against Christian Nationalism” 

statement, https://www.christiansagainstchristiannationalism.org/sta... 
  

                      

 

Draft Social Statement on Climate 

Change!  Offer your input here. 

Social statements and messages are 

teaching and policy documents that 
provide broad frameworks to help us 

think about and discuss social issues in 

the context of faith and life. A draft of 

the ELCA’s forthcoming social message 

on climate change and how we are called to respond has been posted 

at ELCA.org/climatecare, and the public comment period is open through Friday, 

December 2.   

Thank you for spending time with us! 

  
God's blessings! 

  
 

 

https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=0fPAGJlQ5--r1tBvGwxBNO6Owm2gHpg3maN4C1TzxIFrfWxB3Hkh1A
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=J6l5pDlUIXF4YntUfhkaP1kO1swZ6pTUHQ_OmiXb0swOhvyzr8FQCQ
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=4lIAO6hzh3T7bB1kDFj3suAg-ClVgoZWbRajXkgi3SBgE29HyVbBcQ
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=4lIAO6hzh3T7bB1kDFj3suAg-ClVgoZWbRajXkgi3SBgE29HyVbBcQ
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=4e7kSevUq4mUffSDm9Y2GIb9ouFidBJEE0Wl5iq5eRv-7Ehqxo5rsQ
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=TaRyLdw5WjLB8S1KVWK41XJ4BooHDOjaMrHq9Ok1IYVkKOjLurRhmA

