
East Central-Synod

Statewide



LOPPW is…

part of the ELCA Advocacy network of state public policy offices, 
working with the ELCA Office of Advocacy in Washington DC



LOPPW Works in Partnership with

~ South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 
~ Northwest Synod of Wisconsin South
~ La Crosse Area Synod
~ Greater Milwaukee Synod 
~ East Central Synod of Wisconsin
~ Northern Great Lakes Synod



Advocacy includes
n Becoming aware of people’s struggles and 

roots of problems; educating others –
holding forums

n Strategizing about solutions
n Writing letters to the editor; writing letters 

to and calling legislators and visiting 
legislators and their staff

n Connecting with other groups such as 
LOPPW



Advocacy - Why or How to?



Why bother?



Caring for our neighbor is a part of 
who we are as people who follow 

God’s Word 



It’s part of our history

In 1522, the town council of Wittenberg establishes the common chest.

n Immediate help for people who 
were poor

n Education for poor children
n Refinancing loans with high 

interest rate,
n Vocational training and retraining for artisans.
n Community Physician – Dr. Melchior Fendt
n Spreading the word with the printing press to other parts 

of Germany, Norway, Denmark.  Faith active in love and 
practical motivation for helping the poor.



It’s part of who we are
based on our values today



Values and our Teachings

ELCA Social Statements:
Abortion / Aborto (1991)
Church in Society / Iglesia en la Sociedad (1991)
Criminal Justice / La Iglesia y la justicia penal (2013)
Death Penalty / Pena de Muerte (1991)
Economic Life / Vida Economica (1999)
Education / Educación (2007)
Caring for Creation / Medio ambiente (1993)
Genetics (2011)
Health and Healthcare / Salud y Asistencia Sanitaria (2003)
Human Sexuality / La Sexualidad Humana (2009)
Peace / Por la Paz (1995)
Race, Ethnicity and Culture / Raza, Etnicidad y Cultura (1993)
Sexism (2019)

Social Messages

Synod & 
Churchwide 
Social Resolutions

Bishops’ letters to 
ELCA members

https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Abortion
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Abortion
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Church-in-Society
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Church-in-Society
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Criminal-Justice
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Criminal-Justice
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Death-Penalty
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Death-Penalty
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Economic-Life
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Economic-Life
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Education
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Education
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Genetics
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Health-Care
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Health-Care
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Human-Sexuality
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Human-Sexuality
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Peace
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Peace
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Race-Ethnicity-and-Culture
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Race-Ethnicity-and-Culture
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Sexism


Public Church

nOur Values
nOur values are reflected in our 

teachings.
nLOPPW’s priorities reflecting some of 

those values 

Video



Taking Action
Room for disagreement and we can make 
mistakes, but do we have the option to be 
silent?



Getting involved with Advocacy
Shirley Paulson
Women of the ELCA Leader
Advocate & Educator

Kyle Minden
LOPPW Hunger Advocacy Fellow





Saved by Grace
“Faith in Christ does not free us from works 
but from false opinions concerning works, 
that is from the foolish presumption that 
justification is acquired by works.” 
Cynthia Moe-Lobeda

Vimeo – Dr. Rev. Cynthia Lobeda



Introducing
Our Church our World

Partnering with God’s Mission

Steps to Building your Congregation 
and its Voice in our Communities





A time you were an advocate

Think of a time you were an advocate.

Go into breakout groups  



Exercise from What’s My Story Section

Choose One Question Below:

n What is a personal story I have about hunger?  Or, do I have a 
loved one who has been directly impacted?

n What is a story I have about engaging with people who struggle 
with hunger?

n Are there biblical verses or catechisms that Martin Luther wrote that 
have inspired me to care about hunger? 

Take one minute to think about it (you can jot down notes), divide into 
groups of three and then about one-three minutes for each person to 
share.













ELCA Social Statements

Called into the World: 
Devotions on the ELCA Social Statements



Advocating during the Pandemic

n Letters to the editor, calling, responding to 
action alerts and writing your own letters.  
If you’re not on our action alert list please 
sign up.

n Also we’re planning a virtual rally on CGC.  
Maybe have others

n Other actions – EG. During pandemic



What to Advocate on
n Mask mandate
n Racism 
n Stimulus package- hunger, immigration,  

We are adding a sliver of criminal justice
n But remember other issues – Care for 

God’s Creation, Immigration, Criminal 
Justice



What are you interested in?
Are any of the advocacy actions we 
mentioned of interest to you?

Other Questions?



Feel free to call upon us and 
use our resources

nCheck out our resources online at 
www.loppw.org

nSign up for Action Alerts.

nAsk about other trainings.

http://www.loppw.org/


www.loppw.org



We are not alone

When Jesus prepared to leave this world in
his human form he said to his disciples in 
“God will give you another 

Advocate, to be with you forever.”
St. John 14:16


