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To be your presence is our 
mission here, to show 
compassion’s face and 

listening ear, to be your 
heart of mercy ever near, 

Alleluia! 

To be your presence is our 
mission bold, to feed the 

poor and shelter homeless 
cold, to be your hands of 

justice, right uphold, 

Alleluia! 

To be your presence is our 
mission blest, to speak for 

all the broken and 
oppressed, to be your voice 

of hope, your love 
expressed, 

Alleluia! 

We are your heart, O 
Christ, your hands and 

voice, to serve your people 
is our call and choice, and 

in this mission we, the 
church rejoice,  

Alleluia! 

ELW 546   

editor’s letter 

          The pages of this magazine tell stories of our faith in action.  Our faith gives us 

the courage to be God’s presence in a hurting world.  Using our hearts and hands and 

voices, we are advocating for children who are sexually exploited so that they may 

be served justice through the Safe Harbor bill.  We are volunteering and investing the 

most precious things we possess:  our time, our talents and our tithes to help build  

Habitat for Humanity homes.  We are feeding the hungry in southern Wisconsin 

through community partnerships with Second Harvest Foodbank and congregational 

support of mobile food pantries.  We are providing spiritual, physical and emotional 

care to 330 residents of the Triangle Community Ministry. 

 

     In the words of theologian, David Lose, “Good stories make an impact on us.  Like 

the gospels, they affect how we think and act and are primarily intended to persuade 

us of the truth they confess so that we actually shape our lives around them.”  We look 

forward to the next year of publishing as we have so many more stories to tell of how 

through God’s grace, we are freed to love and serve our neighbor. Perhaps these 

stories will shape your lives.  We ask that you continue to pray for the ministries of our 

synod and to use the Connect and Equip information to walk together with us! 

 

     I have appreciated your support of our e-magazine in its first year.  What has 

surprised me as much as the stories themselves are the lessons learned: that inviting 

others into these ministries is one hundred times easier when you have done it and you 

fully understand the difference you are making.  Do it, walk it, then you can talk it and 

get excited about inviting others to do it with you! Don’t know how to talk to a legisla-

tor?  Go with three pastors that do! Want to learn more about how we can help feed 

the hungry?  Volunteer at a Second Harvest Food Pantry and Radiothon.  How can we 

be a church without walls?  Work with Meg Nielsen and Judy Nolde at Triangle      

Ministry and volunteer to serve this special community.  How can we be a presence in 

our neighborhoods?  Talk to Habitat for Humanity and set a goal to participate in 

Faith Builds. 

 

     I’ve also learned that while engaged in these ministries in these places, we meet 

people from other faiths and we are doing our work joyfully together.  Together, we 

are God’s presence in the world.  Alleluia! 

 

Vicki Hanrahan 

Editor and Synod Communicator 

vickih@scsw-elca.org 
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Rev. Cindy Crane, Director for Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin 
organized the Safe Harbor Campaign Rally, co-hosted by Cherish All Children 
that took place on March 19 at St. John’s and the State Capitol. She led the 
march to the capitol where appointments made with legislators were kept by 
concerned members of our synod.  Legislators listened and have taken action.  
We bear witness to God’s work and the realities of protecting God’s children. 
   

Pastors wait in Representative Mark Miller’s office to ask that he support the creation of a Safe Harbor bill  
and funding for trafficked youth.  Left to right, Rev. Nick Utphall, St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, Monona; Rev. 
Susan Schneider, Trinity Lutheran Church, Madison; Rev. Rick Reiten, Bristol Lutheran Church, Sun Prairie.  

Nearly 40 rally participants visited their respective legislators to ask for their support. 

Advocating for 

Justice for   

Trafficked 

Youth 

     A narrative about human trafficking served as the conflict in 
the popular 2009 movie, “Taken” where Liam Neeson plays a 
former CIA operative who sets about tracking down his daughter 
after she is kidnapped in France by human traffickers for sexual 
slavery.  Perhaps this was the first time you became aware of this 
crime in our world.  But Amy Harman, Cherish All Children 
National Director, reminded us at the Safe Harbor Rally on May 
19, that human trafficking has been around since biblical times.  
Our partner in ministry, Lutheran Office for Public Policy in 
Wisconsin, has decided it is time for us to stop, take notice and 

take action.   

     Director of LOPPW, Rev. Cindy Crane explains:  “Funding for 
trafficked youth and Safe Harbor legislation are being 
introduced as other efforts to help victims of sex trafficking have 
moved forward.” Stories and police reports about these young 
people, who are among Wisconsin’s most vulnerable, have moved 
the legislature to garner bi-partisan support for two excellent 
bills introduced by legislators passed in the last two legislative 
sessions. The governor included $2 million to purchase or provide 
residential and community-based social services for victims of sex 
trafficking in the 2016/17 Proposed State Budget.  The joint 
finance committee recently approved the funding.  LOPPW with 
Cherish All Children supported through rallies, conferences and 

people in our synod and others responding to Action Alerts.  

THE CRIME 

 There are an estimated 36 million people in modern day 
slavery in the world today.  Of these, at least 4.5 million are 

forced into sexual exploitation around the world. 

 Human trafficking is the fastest growing organized crime and 

is the second largest criminal enterprise in the world. 

 The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA) defines 

“severe forms of trafficking in persons” as the recruitment, 
harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person 
for the purpose of a commercial sex act, in which the 
commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud or coercion or 
in which the person induced to perform such act has not 
attained 18 years of age; and Labor Trafficking: the 
recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision or obtaining 
of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, 
fraud or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary 

servitude, peonage, debt bondage or slavery.  

 Human trafficking is a considerable threat to children and 

adults in Wisconsin; both in urban and rural communities.  
Trafficking has been documented in over half of Wisconsin’s 
72 counties.  Sexually exploited children tend to be at risk, 
vulnerable youth, who by means of physical, emotional, and 

chemical abuse, have been coerced into a life of prostitution.     

 Human trafficking is a clandestine crime that thrives on 

secrecy and the social and physical isolation of victims.  
Because of this secrecy, identifying victims, traffickers and 

networks used between traffickers is extremely challenging.   

 90% of sexually exploited children are abused before they 

are trafficked for sex. 

 90% of girls in juvenile detention have been victims of sex 

crimes. 

 Victims are boys and girls.  Boys are less likely to report 

abuse than girls because they feel societal pressure to be 

able to take care of themselves.  

 We have to help victims heal and we have to protect our 

youth.  Arresting kids to keep them safe is not the answer.   



BEARING WITNESS TO GOD’S WORK 

     And that’s where LOPPW asked us to bear witness to God’s 
work.  Legislators are in the process of seeking support to create 
a Safe Harbor Bill that takes two critical steps in protecting 
sexually exploited children.  First, it grants child victims of sexual 
exploitation immunity from prosecution for prostitution charges.  
Secondly it changes Wisconsin’s non-caregiver law to require 

child abuse investigations for child victims of sex trafficking.  

     During the rally, Representative Jill Billings, District 95        
(La Crosse) who was instrumental in the development of the bill 
reminded us that “As disciples, we are doing the business of the 
citizens.  It is our job to tell legislators how we feel.  It’s their job 

to listen.”  And listen they have.   

     Since the rally, several of the legislators, both Republican and 
Democrat, whom we have educated about Safe Harbor have 
signed up to co-sponsor the bill.  Wisconsin State Legislator, 
Gary Hebl, one of the co-signers states, “Ultimately, victims of 

sex trafficking are in need of services, not criminal charges.  
Treating child victims as criminals merely traps youth in the 
revolving door of the criminal justice system and establishes an 
adversarial relationship with law enforcement.  Instead we 
should provide appropriate services to these children to help 

them safely return to their communities.” 

TIP OF THE ICEBERG 

     This is the tip of the iceberg on this issue for Lutherans in our 
synod.  Work is being done in many areas.  Recent graduate of 
Wartburg and member of Lake Edge Lutheran Church-Madison,  
Christa Fisher, is the leader of a Committee for the Development 
of a Human Trafficking Assessment tool for use in the Dane 
county jail.  Christa has recently completed an internship with the 
Dane County Jail and has worked closely with Jail Chaplains 
Julia Weaver and John Mix. Her work there led to her work with 
the Backyard Mosaic Women’s Project and the development of 
this committee. “The goal of this committee is to come up with a 
contextually appropriate list of identifiers that might suggest that 
a person is at risk or has been victimized by human trafficking. 
When in conversation with inmates, this tool will help us learn how 
to ask questions and open up conversations with them about their 

victimization,” Christa says of the purpose of the committee. 

     The committee is comprised of a wide variety of professionals 
including a parole officer, MALC jail chaplains, Huber counselor, 
Spiritual Care, Backyard Mosaic Women’s Project, Domestic 
Abuse Intervention Service, a Methodist pastor, ARC House, 

LOPPW and more.   

WORKING TOGETHER TO HELP GOD’S 

CHILDREN 

     Representative Amy Loudenbeck championed a bill with 
major support from Wisconsin State Senator Jerry Petrowski that 
requires the Wisconsin Department of Justice to design a poster 
that provides information regarding the national human 
trafficking resource hotline and make the poster available on the 
DOJ website.  LOPPW worked on this bill as well before it was 
signed into law.  When you see these posters, perhaps you will 
be reminded how effectively our church and our government 

worked together to help God’s children. 

MORE WORK TO BE DONE 

     While significant progress is being made in Wisconsin, there 
is still much work that needs to be done in the area of human 
trafficking, and to address other LOPPW priorities that relate to 
poverty such as juvenile justice for 17 year-old youth, youth 
homelessness, and the Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization 

Act.   

  Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin has taken another 
step with the Safe Harbor bill.  If it doesn’t pass this session, we 
will continue to work for it in the future. What might your 

congregation do to walk with us? 

     Signing up for Action Alerts is a great way to stay informed. 
One of our congregations is conducting an educational session as 

part of their God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday activities.    

     Use the Connect and Equip information below to learn more 

and to take action! 

CONNECT AND EQUIP! 

Rev. Cindy Crane, Director for Lutheran Office for Public Policy in WI  

608-270-0201 email:  cindyc@loppwi.org - Rev. Crane is available to talk to your 

congregations about this issue.  LOPPW website: www.loppwi.org 

 

Sign up for LOPPW Action Alerts - http://capwiz.com/elca/wi/mlm/signup/ 

 

Manual for Advocacy for Pastors and Lay Leaders -  http://www.loppw.org/wp-

content/blogs.dir/45/files/2014/08/Advocacy-Ministry-2014-.pdf 

 

TVPA 2000 - http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/resource/fact-sheet-human-

trafficking 

 

ELCA Social Statement on Social Justice -  http://bit.ly/1IXqBo5 

 

Congregational Manual to Start a Cherish All Children Ministry 

www.cherishchldren.org 

 

End Demand - Slave Free Madison - http://slavefreemadison.squarespace.com/ 

Drawing from Holy 
Scripture, this church holds 
up a vision of God’s justice 

that is wondrously richer 
and deeper than human 

imitations and yet is a 
mirror in which justice in 
this world, God’s world, 

must always be assessed. 

ELCA Social Statement on 

Criminal Justice 
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     Martin Luther was eight years old when Christopher Columbus set 
sail from Europe and landed in the Western Hemisphere.  Luther was a 
young monk and priest when Michaelangelo was painting the Sistine 
Chapel in Rome.  A few years later, he was a junior faculty member at 
a new university in small-town Germany, intently studying the Scrip-
tures, “captivated with an extraordinary ardor for understanding Paul 
in the Epistle to the Romans.”  
 
     In these days Luther was tormented by the demand for righteous-
ness before God. “I did not love, yes, I hated the righteous God who 
punishes sinners, and secretly, if not blasphemously, certainly          
murmuring greatly, I was angry with God.” Then, in the midst of that 
struggle with God, the message of the Scriptures became clear, like a 
long-shut door opening wide. When he realized that a “merciful God 
justifies us by faith … I felt that I was altogether born again and had 
entered paradise itself through open gates.”  
 
     What Luther discovered is the freedom of Christians trusting God’s 
mercy in Christ. As he later wrote, “Faith is God’s work in us. It changes 
us and makes us to be born anew of God. This faith is a living, busy, 
active, mighty thing. It is impossible for it not to be doing good works 
incessantly. Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure 
and certain that believers would stake their lives on it a thousand 
times.”  
 
     This discovery set Luther’s life on a new course —both his own life 
and his public service as a preacher and teacher. When a church-
endorsed sales team came to the Wittenberg area in October, 1517, 
Luther was concerned that the promotion and sale of indulgences un-
dermined the promise of God’s unreserved mercy in Jesus and the 

faith that trusts that promise. His 95 Theses or Disputation on the Power 

and Efficacy of Indulgences became the first of a life-long stream of 
books, sermons, letters, essays, even hymns in which he expressed his 

confidence in this life-giving promise from God, the Gospel, and its 

liberating implications for all of life in church and society.  

Reprinted from ELCA Website 2015 
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 What  

Martin Luther  

Had to Say  

About 

Faith  

   

EQUIP! 

Following are resources about our Lutheran 

faith: 

 

See more at: http://www.elca.org/Faith/ELCA-Teaching/Luther-

and-Lutheranism#sthash.UafCgVLH.dpuf 

 

Journal of Lutheran Ethics - http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/

Journal-of-Lutheran-Ethics 

 

Theological Discernment - http://www.elca.org/Resources/

Theological-Discernment 

 

Scriptures, Creeds & Confessions - http://www.elca.org/en/

Faith/ELCA-Teaching/Scripture-Creeds-Confessions 

 

Faith & Society - http://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society 

 

 

 

 “Faith is a living, daring, 

confidence in God’s grace, 

so sure and certain that a 

man could stake his life on it 

a thousand times.” 

 

http://www.elca.org/Faith/ELCA-Teaching/Luther-and-Lutheranism#sthash.UafCgVLH.dpuf
http://www.elca.org/Faith/ELCA-Teaching/Luther-and-Lutheranism#sthash.UafCgVLH.dpuf
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Journal-of-Lutheran-Ethics
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Journal-of-Lutheran-Ethics
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/ELCA-Teaching/Scripture-Creeds-Confessions
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/ELCA-Teaching/Scripture-Creeds-Confessions
http://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society


Hope 

Blessings 
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     “It’s a blessing.”  “It’s a dream come true.”  “It is 

life-changing.”  “I’ve learned so much from this 

experience.” “Habitat for Humanity is Community.”  

These are some of the testimonials of Habitat 

Homeowners and folks involved in helping to build homes.  First Lutheran Church in Stoughton 

understands first-hand the call to help our neighbor and the hope and sense of community that 

we can give by participating in Habitat builds.  First Lutheran Church is one of many 

congregations who participate in Faith Builds with Habitat for Humanity.   

     Habitat for Humanity International is a nonprofit, ecumenical Christian organization dedicated 

to eliminating substandard housing. Habitat’s methods are derived from a few key theological 

concepts: the necessity of putting faith into action, the “economics of Jesus” and the “theology of 

the hammer.”  Habitat for Humanity’s policy is to build with people in need regardless of race or 

religion, and they welcome volunteers and supporters from all backgrounds. 

     Based on their founding on Christian principles, Habitat eagerly seeks to engage the faith 

community in the mission of Habitat for Humanity.   

     Susan Albright is a member of First Lutheran Church and for many 

years, served on Habitat’s Faith Committee.  Susan has great depth of 

knowledge about Habitat’s mission and explains that during the 90’s 

Dane County Habitat was very focused on rebuilding communities in 

Madison.  Huge funding was needed and that’s when more private sector 

donations became important. Church involvement sort of took a back 

seat.  More recently, however, Habitat has been reaching out to congregations to restore relationships 

with the faith community as Christian principles provide the foundation for the Habitat mission.  There is 

a concerted effort through educational sessions with church councils and “Dream Tours” to reconnect 

with congregations and invite us to participate in this ministry. 

Bethany Klein, Director of Development, recently gave presentations to Bristol, Burke, and Our Savior’s Lutheran Churches in Sun 

Prairie.  If these churches decide to participate in a Faith Build together, they will commit to a pledge of $7,500 each (which can 

be made over a three-year period) and a minimum of five work days with 8 people per day.  Over the next five years,  Habitat 

will build 20 new homes in the Uplands neighborhood in Sun Prairie.  Nine homes have already been completed, so of the 143 

developed lots, Habitat and possibly our congregations will have built 20% of these homes in Sun Prairie. 

Building Hope 

and 

Communities 

on Faith 
 

“Maybe you can’t change the 
world, but you can change 

your street.” 
Reggie McNeal “Kingdom Coalition” 

Whatever you 

do, work at it 

with all your 

heart, as working 

for the Lord, not 

for human 

masters . . .” 

Colossians 3:23 

First Lutheran Church in Stoughton sponsored the build of the home for the Janisch 

family.  Members of Christ Lutheran worked alongside the family as their dreams 

became reality.    
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Community 

The Need: 

 6 out of 10 families in Dane County cannot find affordable housing. 

 Average 2 bedroom apartment in Dane county is $1,052/month to 

rent.  Potential Habitat families spend 60% of their income on rent.  

With Habitat owning the mortgage, owners are able to live in their 

home for 0% interest rate and payments are capped at 25% of 

their income.  This is the formula that allows Habitat owners to be 

successful in other areas of their life as this relationship helps to free 

up financial resources for living.   

The Blessings: 

 When you participate in a faith build, you are working alongside the 

owners of the home.  This is an opportunity to be God’s hands in 

helping others fulfill their callings of working and supporting 

themselves and their families with the fruit of that work.  Homeowners 

are more likely to vote, join civic organizations, keep a steady job and kids of homeowners 

tend to be in better health and get better grades. How we work and for whom we work 

really matters. 

 “Owners have skin in the game and an average of 350 hours of “sweat equity” and 

homeowner education classes,” explains Bethany Klein.  Owners participate in a family 

selection process that requires them to prove they can make mortgage payments, they will 

participate in classes and will be able to participate in their build and the builds of their 

neighbors. They are tax-paying citizens that contribute to the community.”  As members of a 

faith community, we have the opportunity to have a great impact on God’s kingdom and to 

steward the Lord’s resources faithfully as we seek to financially support this ministry and add 

our sweat equity as well. 

Pastor of First Lutheran Church, Bill Lehman, shared that First Lutheran church not only did this faith build, but are planning to participate 

in a build from scratch in downtown Stoughton next year.  First Lutheran understands that housing is a core means of outreach and 

ministry and shares in the Habitat’s mission of seeking to put God’s love into action and bringing people together to build homes and 

communities of hope.  

Director of Development, Bethany Klein, presents the Janisch family 

with a hammer and toolkit celebrating the completion of their home 

during the house blessing. 

CONNECT AND EQUIP: 

Participate in a Dream Tour to Learn More:  www.habitatdane.org/tour 

Invite Habitat to Give a Presentation to Your Council - Contact:  Bethany Klein, Development Director:  

bklein@habitatdane.org  

Talk to pastors that have helped build homes!  Doug Locken-Oakwood Village, Madison;  Alison Williams-Bethel, 

Madison; Peter Narum, St. James-Verona; John Mix-MALC; Nick Utphall-St. Stephen’s-Monona are a few who 

could tell you about their experiences. 

  

Habitat bases this principal on 

Exodus 22:25 

If you lend money to one of 

my people among you who is 

need, do not be like a 

moneylender; charge him no 

interest. 

http://www.habitatdane.org/tour
mailto:bklein@habitatdane.org
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    A   C H U R C H 

     without 
     walls 

Chaplain Judy Nolde started at Triangle 
Community Ministry in the Fall of 2014. She 
brings a lengthy ministry of spiritual 
guidance and faith formation to her role as 
chaplain. She is a member of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Madison, and is also a 
Benedictine Oblate with Holy Wisdom 
Monastery. As chaplain, Judy provides a 
ministry of presence to the residents living 
at Triangle Community Ministry, which 
includes leading a weekly worship service 

and small groups for spiritual growth. 

It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing….They 

shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.  Isaiah 35:2 

     In the heart of Madison can be found this church without walls.   

Formed in 1978, Triangle Community Ministry was born to meet the 

spiritual, physical and emotional needs of residents in the urban 

renewal district bordered by West Washington Park and Regent 

Streets.  It is home to 330 residents and is the second largest 

subsidized housing complex in Madison.  It is an ecumenical ministry 

supported by many faiths and organizations. 

SPECIAL BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN NEED OF GOD’S LOVE 

Judy Nolde serves as Chaplain for Triangle Community Ministry, 

serving the residents of the Triangle Housing complex.  She 

explains that in order to be a resident, one must make less than 

$10,000/year.   Eighty five percent of the residents are on social 

security disability and have very life limiting physical and or 

mental or developmental disabilities.  The Community Authority of 

Madison manages the property so the residents are tenants of the 

property owned by the city of Madison. 

But shelter is only one part of the way these residents need our 

help.  Caring for their physical, emotional and spiritual needs is 

where the staff comes in.  “Many of the residents have very 

traumatic experiences in their past, so the levels of despair and 

hopelessness are pretty severe.  The ministry is extending God’s 

Creativity puts order into 

chaos, life into the inert, 

and beauty into the 

ordinary. 

– Edward J. Lavin 

Painting by Pat Scullion, Oblate, Holy Wisdom Monastery 
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 love and care to people just as they are,” explains Judy.  “Some 

have very part-time temporary jobs, cleaning, pizza driver, 

telephone work, but it is tentative because at any point, an illness 

can emerge, so they aren’t able to stay with it long.  There isn’t 

much to make their days brighter, so we continue to ask for help 

with that.  The residents are mostly individuals, some are estranged 

from their families and don’t necessarily have anyone to turn to.  

The holidays are especially lonely for them.”  

Judy offers a weekly workshop service with 

time of prayer, liturgy, song and 

communion.  One-on-one pastoral care and 

spiritual guidance with shorter sessions of 

15 minutes that focus on faith issues on 

topics of forgiveness, discernment, and 

providing space for deep desires is an 

area where Judy sees growth opportunities.   

Once in a while the ministry team plans 

social events because it’s hard for the 

residents to organize get-togethers on their 

own.  They enjoy this time together.  The 

city brings in some programming such as 

cooking classes and an Edgewood nursing class comes in and does 

wellness activities with the residents.  Various organizations offer 

programming but more would be greatly appreciated.   

Associate in Ministry, Meg Nielsen is the Outreach Development 

Manager for Triangle.  Her role is a varied one as she seeks to 

expand awareness of, and communicate with the greater Madison 

community, inclusive of churches, non-profit organizations and for-

profit organizations, and to build and strengthen community 

among the residents.  She develops fundraising events and 

coordinates volunteer members of churches, student groups, and 

more.  Meg is the person to speak to learn more about your 

congregation’s opportunities to serve.  Together with Judy Nolde 

and the Parish Nurse, Kate Pender, Meg arranges and 

participates in on-site activities from social gatherings to 

educational and spiritual opportunities. 

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of 

God, serve one another with whatever give 

each of you has received.  1 Peter 4:10 

What you may not know about Triangle Ministry is that 

many members of our congregations have active roles 

in this community and are passionate about its cause. 

Like good stewards, they are using their gifts to serve. 

Associate in Ministry,  Harry Kuehn and his wife, 

Mariellen just completed their term as Co-Presidents of 

the Board.  Pastor Stephen Marsh of Lake Edge 

Lutheran in Monona is a member at large on the board. 

Christine Gantz, Associate in Ministry and member of 

St. Stephen’s in Monona volunteers her time as 

webmaster.  Linda and Bob Frautschy, members of Our 

Savior’s in Sun Prairie lead a Leaf Casting fund raiser 

where participants create beautiful artwork.   

Relationships between faith communities and the community at 

large is at the heart of the success of this ministry.  This ministry 

needs your prayers and gifts to be a church without walls that 

blossoms abundantly and sees the Glory of the Lord! Connect 

today! 

 

“The residents are people who live 

on the margins of society and Jesus 

was all about caring for people on 

the margins...those who don’t 

necessarily look or act like you or I, 

but that need God’s love and care.  

It’s a wonderful ministry and one 

that I feel called to serve.” 

Judy Nolde, 

Chaplain 

 

CONNECT: Ways to Volunteer and Serve  

Contact Meg Nielsen at 608-469-5736 or Email: 

Triangleministry@sbcglobal.net 

 Prayers. 

 Help at Second Harvest Food Mobile Food Pantry held on the first Wednesday of 

every month from noon to 3:00 pm.   There is a great need for more volunteers for 

this service to the residents. 

 Assist residents with insurance, healthcare or other challenges. 

 Visit residents, drive them to the doctor, dental or other healthcare appointments. 

 Bring food to events such as annual Christmas party or other holiday gatherings. 

 Provide music at worship services. 

 And so many more!  See complete list at:  http://triangleministry.com/Get%

20Involved.aspx 

Meg Nielsen works with volunteers to set up the Second Harvest Mobile 

food pantry where residents shop for groceries. 

 

http://triangleministry.com/Get%20Involved.aspx
http://triangleministry.com/Get%20Involved.aspx
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For I was hungry and you gave me food . . .For I was hungry and you gave me food . . .For I was hungry and you gave me food . . .   

SECOND 
HARVEST 

FOOD BANK:  
A MOBILE 
MINISTRY 

     If you get inspired to help at Triangle Ministry, the day the 

Second Harvest Mobile Food Pantry arrives would be a great 

place to start!  The first Wednesday of every month from noon 

to 3:00, the activities center is abuzz with volunteer workers 

setting up for the arrival of residents.   Outreach Development 

Manager for Triangle Ministry, Meg Nielsen,  shares that      

20-30 volunteers are needed for this ministry and this is an 

area where they are short-handed each month.   

     After the truck arrives, volunteers help to categorize and 

organize the fruits, vegetables, artisan breads, cheese, canned 

goods, and any other products that have been donated by 

area farmers, grocery stores and food companies.  Then the 

process of queuing up to shop begins.  This is where you learn 

lessons about patience from those you are serving.   

     Residents come carrying their baskets and boxes and tote 

bags and backbacks and wait in line, still clothed in warm 

winter jackets.  They want the best selection, so they will wait 

for over an hour dressed in their winter coats.  They wear a 

sticker with a number that determines their place in line.  When 

it is their turn, they step up to the tables and make their 

selections.  Two-pound blocks of dill cheese aren’t moving and 

you know it would if you could only suggest ways to use it.  So 

you start handing out samples and sharing recipes and your 

stories shape their thinking.  The “dill cheese can be frozen too” 

you say.  “It’s great in omelets or grilled cheese sandwiches.”  

The cheese finds its way into their carriers for its trip home. 

     They schlep heavy melons and potatoes and canned goods 

on their backs and in their heavy tote bags and in their sea 

grass baskets back to their apartments and you wonder how 

long these images will stop you from whining about having to 

make that extra trip to the grocery store because you forgot 

the milk.  Probably not long. 

     Long lines are a good reminder that we still have a lot of 

work to do.  One in five children in southern Wisconsin face 

hunger.  We see the need and we are stepping in to help. 

Every time one of our congregations coordinates a mobile food 

pantry or has members that are clients, we are working 

together to solve the problem of hunger, but we could be doing 

more.   
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God richly provides for daily bread — 

the earth can produce enough food for 

everyone. Yet, many of our sisters and 

brothers still go hungry.  

      

     By providing immediate relief to those who are hungry, we meet 

basic needs and recognize the universal human right to food. But ending 

hunger is about more than food. It’s about connecting people with the 

resources they need and stewarding the abundance of resources we 

have so that nothing is wasted. 

     This is the philosophy behind Second Harvest’s “From Field to Foodbank” program.  More than 2 million pounds of healthy food 

made its way to people facing hunger since 2011 when the program began.  This is a program that connects the pieces of the puzzle to 

get excess foods from the field to the Food Bank.  Farmers can end up with a surplus when processors meet their budgetary limit of fresh 

produce for their processing plants and can’t accept more produce.  Farmers are then left with a surplus.  Prior to this program, farmers 

might have had to waste tons of produce that had nowhere to go.  Farmer Paul Miller, one of the participants of this program, explains 

that it just makes sense, “I’m an older farmer.  When I grew up of course, you share what you have with your neighbor, you give what 

you have and what they needed.  You help each other out.”   

     This program is a partnership between the University of Wisconsin and growers who provide land and labor and processors that 

provide processing.  Some of the canned goods that you see at a Mobile Food Pantry are a result of this partnership. 

     Each year, Second Harvest conducts a radiothon fundraiser and this is a great way to volunteer your time to help this important 

ministry and to learn more about Second Harvest.  As a radiothon worker, you will meet the volunteer coordinator and have an 

opportunity to talk about volunteer opportunities that are a good fit with your congregation.  Opportunities to package food items at 

the warehouse, for example, might be an area where your congregation can help, if you don’t have the capability to serve via a mobile 

food pantry.  Use the connect information to find out more about volunteer opportunities. 

Many of our congregations support their own food pantries, hold 

soup suppers and monthly or weekly community meals.  Another 

way to help fight hunger in our communities is to apply for an 

ELCA Domestic Hunger Grant to be used toward an existing or 

new ministry in your congregation.  See the link for timelines. 

 
The ELCA World Hunger-funded Domestic Hunger Grants support ministries 

that offer hope and assistance to many thousands of people who experience 

poverty and hunger in the United States. These grants do more than just give 

food to people who are hungry — in addition to immediate relief programs, 

ELCA World Hunger Domestic Hunger Grants fund projects in community 

development and community-based organizing and advocacy that strengthen 

the foundations of communities impacted by hunger and poverty. 

 

In 2015, this program allocated a total of $739,075 to support 324 domestic 

projects and programs ranging from congregational food pantries to weekend 

backpack programs for children to job training and living-wage advocacy 

campaigns.  To apply for a grant, go to: 

  
 

ELCA Domestic Hunger Grants    CONNECT & EQUIP: 

    

  Volunteer:   

   www.secondharvestmadison.org 

   

   Food Pantry Locations: 
http://files.www.secondharvestmadison.org/find-

food/mobile-pantries/Generic_MP_Flier_-

_USE_THIS_ONE1.pdf 

 

  Find out how you can help feed your 
community through a Second Harvest Mobile 
Food Pantry by contacting  our synod’s our 
worshipping communities that do: 

 

  First Lutheran - Janesville 

  New Heights Lutheran - Black Earth 

  Sunshine Place/Our Savior’s - Sun Prairie 

  Triangle Community Ministry - Madison http://bit.ly/ELCAHungerGrants 

http://bit.ly/ELCAHungerGrants
http://www.secondharvestmadison.org
http://files.www.secondharvestmadison.org/find-food/mobile-pantries/Generic_MP_Flier_-_USE_THIS_ONE1.pdf
http://files.www.secondharvestmadison.org/find-food/mobile-pantries/Generic_MP_Flier_-_USE_THIS_ONE1.pdf
http://files.www.secondharvestmadison.org/find-food/mobile-pantries/Generic_MP_Flier_-_USE_THIS_ONE1.pdf
http://bit.ly/ELCAHungerGrants
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Bishop Mary Froiland 
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America 

     When I was first elected to the position of Synod Bishop, I had a bunch of people 

ask me, “So just what does a Bishop do? What’s a Synod Office for?” I must admit, I 

didn’t immediately have a great answer for them. My response was more along the 

lines of, “Ummm, I’m not really sure. I’ll let you know when I figure it out!” 

     Fairly quickly I came up with three words that seemed to capture the work of the 

Synod Office: Care, Connect and Equip. You’ve probably seen or heard those three 

words tossed about by us. They became kind of our unofficial “function statement” – 

a way to describe what we do as a Synod Staff. We care for the people and 

congregations of the Synod. We connect congregations with Synod Staff and other 

congregations to share resources, ideas and encouragement. We equip the folks of 

the Synod to do the work that God has called us to do together here in our 

communities and throughout the world. 

     I was uncomfortable at first with calling Care, Connect and Equip, our “mission 

statement” until the Synod Council expanded upon it a bit and developed it as a 

mission statement for the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin: We Care for, Connect 

and Equip the congregations of the Synod to be the Heart and Hands of Jesus. Adding 

Jesus turned it into a mission statement and not just a definition of function. 

     Beginning with Jesus is always what turns whatever we do into Mission. The stories 

of faith in action that are shared in this magazine begin with Jesus. The work of our 

congregations begins with Jesus. Our worship and Bible study and spending plans 

and Sunday Schools and service projects and annual meetings and confirmation 

classes and food pantries and home-bound visits and choir practices and advocacy 

work and sermons and youth trips always begin with Jesus. Beginning with Jesus is 

what makes us Christian. Beginning with Jesus is what makes us the Church. Beginning 

with Jesus defines our Mission. 

     As the Church, we have been entrusted with holding and sharing God’s alternative 

story of Creation. It is a story of light rather than darkness, hope rather than despair, 

peace rather than conflict, love rather than hate, and life rather than death. It is a 

story of transformation because of Jesus, and we are privileged to be a part of it.  

God’s Peace, 

Bishop Mary Froiland 
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